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thou wanteſt Inſtruction in Religion, and 
art not furniſhed with better than what this 
le Book may afford thee, do not content thy 


er a great many Times; and if there be any 
age in it which ſeems doubtful or difficult 
thee, propoſe it to thy Miniſter, or to any 
ter diſcreet and well inſtructed Chriſtian, that 
may: explain it to thee; and never leave off 
til thou art arrived to a clear Knowledge, 
| ready Remembrance, of all the things that 
therein contained. And when thou art thus 
grounded in the Knowledge of Religion, ſet 
ſelf to the diligent reading of the Holy Scri- 


res, and ſuch other Books as may farther im- 


ve thee in it, and effectually ſtir thee up to 
diligent Practice of it. If ye know theſe things, 
ty are ye if ye do them. John xiii. 17. 


f with once or twice reading of it, but read it 
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2 Kays many there are of thoſe that profeſ; C, of 
I ftranity, who underſtand but very little f 2 
true Deſign and Purport off it; and while they ¶ d. 
Jo little acquainted with that which ought to be lh, :, 
Rule of their Faith and Adions, it 15 not to be uf a 
Ared, that their Opinions are abſurd and fooliſh, Relig; 
their Lives wicked. . broug 
Many good Sermons are preached, and Books . fac! 
Ped, for the Inſtruction of the People: But 4 of 
Lecture, (however learn'd and rational) in any .d 7, 
or Science, is not to be underſtood by any Man vate 
ic not firſt made acquainted with the general S\/M hoe 
of it; ſo Sermons and other excellent Diſcourſes EM 
but loft to abundance of Men, for want of their Ne, n, 
ing before-hand carefully grounded in the Knowle, im / 
Wa thoſe things which generally all Chriſtians do aj; ., 
in. = 2 | ons 0 
1 grant indeed, that ſuch things as theſe Men oi. Nh 
. #0 have learned, by attending on the Work of Cp. 
chiſing in their Younger Days: But where they h led: 
neglected this ſo neceſſary a thing in their Youth, Ml ſed, 5 
ought in Charity to their Souls, zo uſe the beſt ſter bo 
eaſieſt Method we can to bring them to it in 14 4. 
Riper Years. | : e thin 
It has been the Judgment of ſome wiſe and learllh, ;; . 
Men, that the moſt eſectual way under God, Nhe K. 
bring all Chriſtian People to à true and profiiaiily Acc 
amderſtanding of, and ſteadineſt in their Relighh of C 


Wo 


of 4 


The PRE FACE. 
be, to have a Set of plain and ſhort Diſcourſes 
ſed, equal in number to the Sundays in one 
„ and plainly and fully containing the whole- 
F Chriſtianity; and to have one of theſe Diſ- 
ſes read every Lord's Day in each Chriſtian Con- 
ation; and ſo to continue from one Tear to ano- 
And if Men could be content with wholeſour: 
uckion, and were not ſo ſtrangely fond of No- 
, of Fancy, and variety of Expreſſion, I think- 
d that a better way than this could not be cou- 
d. | 

nd this very * brought it into my Mind, 
if any reaſonable Draught of the whole Chriſti-- 
Religion could be made in very plain Language, 
brought within the cermpaſs of one Hour's read- 
: ſuch a little fort of a Book being put into the 
was of thoſe who have not Money to buy, or leiſure. 


rivate by ſingle Perſons, in Families, and in Eng- 
Schoolfy and being given in Parcels to Boys at 
Latin School to tranſlate, as their Sunday's Ex- 
ſe, might be of extraordinary good uſe, in order 
be 1mprinting, and for ever eeping freſh in their 
us and Memories, ſuch Orthodox aud neceſſary 
tons of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as may always 
ra moſt profitable Influence both upon their Faith > 
Praclice. In purſuance of which Deſign, I have 
ved this ſmall Work; and fhould be very much 
ed, if ſome judicious Perſon, who is a ſufficient” 
ter both of clearneſs of Thought, and plainneſs as 
ac conciſeneſs of Expreſſion, would take the - 
x thing in hand; who, I eaſily grant, might per- 
nit mach better than I have done. : | 

lhe Reader is to expect no more here, but à ge- 
Account of the neceſſary Doctrines and Pre- 
f Chriſtianity : My Propoſal being only to give 
| of a mean Capacity a true Notion. of theſe- 
a1 things, 


read thoſe that are larger; and being often read 


things, by way of a Foundation for farther Ky 


all the Particulars of his Duty; and ſo/be a hel 


22 0 


Matters and Quotations of Scriptures upon wh 


I fhall only add, that it may be of good uſe fi 


- R * 8 q * 
| * . 


ledge. And for the more particular handling of 


they rely, I refer them to thoſe many Sermons 
other excellent Diſcourſes which they have ſuch 
guent Opportunities both of hearing and read 


an, as often as he intends to receive the 
Communion, to read over this or ſome ſuch of 
little Baok, which may briefly put him in mini 


bim both in the recollecting of his Sins; aud rent 
ing of his holy Reſolutions. SP 


Towards making the 74 

Knowledge of Religion: 
e 

ſo the meaneſt Capacity. 


ing a: ſhort and plain Account of 
the DOCTRINES and RULES of 
CARISTIANITT. 
| "A oy 

LL that God requires from any Man, 
in order to everlaſting Happineſs, is, 
Firſt, to believe thoſe things which he 
has made known; which is called 
th: Secondly, to live according to the Rules 
Laws which he has given to us; which is 
led Obedience: And, Thirdly, when a Man 
ids that he has any way broken the Law of 
od, to be ſorrowful for it, to confeſs it to- 
d, to beg his Pardon for it, and diligently to- 
tend it for the time to come ; which is called 
0 | Repentance. 
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Repentance. Theſe three things then, nam 
Faith, Obedience, and Kepentauce, do cont 
the whole Subſtance of the Duty of every C 

ſtian. | | | 
I begin with the firſt of theſe three: And 
order to enlighten. the Mind, and (ſtrengthen 
Faith of a Chriſtian, I ſhall endeavour, Fr}, 
ſhew what are the chiefeſt of thoſe things wh 
God has made known to Mankind, in orde 
our Belief: And, Secondly, what Grounds ? 
Aſſurance we have upon which to beli 
them. | : | | 
As to the former of theſe, the things m: 
known by God to bebekieved by us, are chie 

© - © IG G 

Firſt, That thefe is a God, who made 
Heavens, the Earth, and all things therein c 
tained;. and has diſpoſed all things in that m 
uſeful and beautiful. order in which they | 
continue. That God is not a Body, like u 
us, nor ſubject unto any ſuch Fraiities, or | 
erfeQions- as we are: But, that he is a Spi 
Lternal, without beginning, or ending, me 
holy, juſt and true, molt gracious and mercif 
That he knows all things, can do all thing 
and is preſent every where, without being co 
fined to any place. And although there neith 
1s nor can -be more than one God, yet in t 
Unity of the Godhead or Divine Nature, the 
are three diſtin Perſons, of whom freque 
mention is made in the Holy Scriptures ; a 
to each of whom both the Name and Attribut 
of God are often aſcrib'd. The firſt of the 
Perſons is called the Father ; the ſecond tt 
Lon, and ſometimes the Word; and the third 
Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit. And this, in ſhort, ist 
meanipg of what we call the Doctrine = t 
es : 


2 


1 


8 3 
„ Bleſſed, and Undivided Trinity: which is 
e received and believed, becauſe God has 
le it known to us, but ought not to be cu- 
ly pryed into, becauſe it is above our Un- 
tanding to comprehend. As long as we are 


er, the Holy Scriptures do more 1m mfedjate- 
iſcribe the Work of creating the World by 
Almighty Power, and of governing and or- 
ing it, and all things in it, by his good Pro— 
ence. | 4 3 

is to the ſecond of theſe Perſons, who is 
led the. Son, or the Word, we are taught to 
eve that he came down from Heaven, and 
k the Nature of Man upon him; and became 
in tor our ſake; like unto us in all things, 
only excepted : I hat he was conceived by 
Power of the Holy Spirit of God, in the 
omb of apure Virgin, and born of her, where- 
he became both God and Man in one Per- 
, was called by the Name of Jeſus and Chriſt : 
d after he had lived a moſt pure and unſpot- 
Life, was falſly accuſed by the People of the 
vs before Pontius Pilate the Roman Gover- 
r, and was put to the ſhameful and painful 


ar was thruſt into his Side while he was 
In the Croſs; and after his Body was taken 
te without Life until the third Day. 

- Now. 


AM: in the Body, we ſee ſuch things as theſe 
as 7hroz9h a Glaſs darkly; but when we ſhall 
' Wivanced to the perfect ſtate of the Bleſſed“ 
hiHcaven, then we ſhall fee face zo face, and 
- rl £7072 a5 alſo we are kaown, 1 Cor. Xiii. 12. 


o the firſt of theſe Perſons, name x to the 


uh of the Croſs: And that it might fully ap- 
Ir that he had ſuffered even unto Death, a 


wn, it was laid in a Sepulchre, and continued 
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Now that we may underſtand how wi 
concerned in this matter, we muſt here 
notice, that the firſt Man and Woman, 
and Eve, whom God created at the begin 
of the World, and from whom all Man 
are deſcended: "This Firſt Man and Wom 

_ ſay, ſoon after they were created, did co 
a very great Sin, and highly offended Almi 
God, in eating of the Fruit of that Tree, u 
God had poſitively and ſtrictly forbidden 
to eat, under the threatning of a very great 
niſument. By this Sin of theirs, their N. 
becagge weaken'd and corrupted, and very 
inclined to Sin and Wickedneſs. And bec 
the Nature of the Children mult needs be lik 
that of their Parents, the Corruption of the 
ture of theſe two Perſons, who were the c 
mon Parents of all Mankind, did communi 
an univerſal Corruption of Nature to all t 
Poſterity; by which all Mankind has ever 
been naturally inclined to do thoſe things wl 
God has forbid, and to leave undone t 
things which he has commanded > which C 
ruption of our Nature is what we comme 
call by the Name of Original Siu. 

And beſides this Original Sin, there is no 
(except Jeſus Chriſ , who has lived to ſuch 
Age, as to be capable of governing and ma 
ging his own Actions; but what has commit 
many actual Sins and Franſgreſſions; upon b 


which Accounts we are all by Nature rend; E 

unfit for, and uncapable of, that Eterhal Hap i his 

nefs which God had provided for us; and Punt 

are become expoſed to the Wrath of God, Ir V 
to that Eternal Puniſhment which his Juſtice e 18 

| prepared for Sinners. Ni 
- ind 


LC 9) 
b is the ſad and wretched Condition which 
ank ind by Nature are in, ever ſince the Sin 
r- firſt Paretits. But notwithſtanding that 
had thus brought himſelf into this evil State; 
od in his infinite Mercy would not preſent- 


d again to admit us all into a Capacity 
ing reſtored to his Favour, and to that e- 
| Happineſs in the Life to come, of which 


in order to this, he condeſcended to ſend 
Jon into the World to take our Nature upon 
and to become our Redeemer ; his Suffe- 
and Death being accepted of by God, as a 
fice and Propitiation for the Sins of the 
le World z-For the ſake of which, and of 
zoſt holy and unſpotted Life, God has been 
ed to promiſe Pardon and Acceptance to all 
„ who either before or ſince Chriſt's com- 
nto the World, ve or ſhall embrace the 
Faith, heartily repent of their former Sins, 
carefully lead their Lives according to the 
s and Commandments of God. And this 
h. Feſus Chriſt has thus done and obtained 
is, is commonly called by the Name of the 
of our Redemption. | 

irthermore, we are taught to believe that 


|. But ſince God has not thought it neceſſa- 
his Word to give us a clear and diſtin 
ount, either what place is meant by Hell, 
br what reaſon Chriſt did deſcend thither, 
e is no reaſon why we ſhould trouble our 
ts with any curious enquiry into this Mat- 


Wind after it had ſufficiently/ appeared, that 
ci was truly dead; upon the third Day, 


 " 


ſake, or wholly caſt him off: But was 


Original and. Actual Sins had deprived us. 


r Chriſ# after his Death did deſcend into 


after 


u 


| „ 
after his Death, he roſe again to Life, apbe 
to his Apoſtles and — of his Di 
was ſeen and handled by them, and eat, d 
and converſed with them for the ſpace ot 
leſs than forty Days, (that in that time 
might have ſufficient aſſurance of the reali 
his Reſurrection;) after which, in the fight 
multitade of them, he was openly taken up 
aſcended into Heaven, where he remains in 
_ higheſt Glory, which is called /iz2ing at the 
Hand of God; where he continues for eve 
make Interceſſion with God for us. 
Concerning the third Perſon in the Holy 
_ nity, who is called the Holy Ghoft or HolyS; 
' becauſe he works Ho/:neſs in us, we are tai 
to believe, that ſoon after Chris Alcenfio 
to Heaven, the Holy Ghoſt being ſent by the 
ther and the Son, and coming forth from th 
did in a wonderful manner deſcend upon the 
poltles and Diſciples of Chri; enlighter 
their Minds and opening their Underſtandi 
that they might underſtand the Holy Script 
and know the Will of God; giving them G 
and Abilities to teach and preach the Go 
with Truth and Power; and enabling the 
ſpeak all ſorts of Languages, that they m 
inſtruct all the ſeveral Nations and People 
the World; and giving them Power to v 
Miracles, for the better confirming thoſe th 
Which they taught and preached. - And althc 
the Miniſters and Preachers of. the Goſpel 
not appear in theſe Days to be endowed 1 
the ſame miraculous Gifts and Abilities as 
Apoſtles were, (thee being other ſuffic 
means for the inſtruction of the People, 
confirmation of the true Faith and Religi 
yet are we allured, that where. any Man \ 
| q 


L 9] 
ſt and lawful way, endeavours with Since- 
nd Diligence to improve his Underſtanding, 
increaſe his Knowledge in the things that 
e to God and Religion, for the good both 
mſelf and others; the Holy Spirit of God 
not -be wanting to ſuch a Man, but will 
his pious and honeſt endeavours, and will 
mand more enlighten his Mind, that he 
grow and increaſe in the knowledge of 
things which are neceſſary both to his o n 
others Salvation. And thus the Holy Ghoſt 
> immediate Author and Worker of thoſe 
5 and Graces within us which are neceſſary 
he Ediſication; that is to ſay, the Inſtruction 
11 Chriſtian People. | 
nd whereas by Nature we are all of us in- 
ed to Evil, and unable of our ſelves to think 
o any thing as we ſhould : the Holy Spirit 
od, beſides the enlightning of our Minds 
the knowledge of thoſe things which are 
Mary to Salvation, does alſo move and 
k upon our Conſcience, our Will and Af- 
ons, in order to incline and bring us to, 
aſſiſt us in the diligent and conſtant Practice 
hoſe things which God requires from us. 
| thus the Holy Ghoſt is alſo the Author of 
ineſs in us; (I mean, if we comply with his 
tions, and do not refiſt them,) which is cal+ 
the Work of Sanctification. | | 
he whole Congregation of People, who by 
utward preaching of the Goſpel and the in- 
| Motions of the Holy Spirit have been 
ed, and brought to receive and embrace the 
Faith, and baptized in the Name of the Fa- 
„Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; all theſe Perſons, 
„together with their Children, are called by 
Name of the Church of Chriſt, And as a 
"x King 


| 
| 
| 
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King is the Head of his Kingdom, ſo is Ch 


' ſhip of which, all Saints, that is, all good C 


to partake in common of the Advantages 


ought to be entirely one both in Faith and C 


Nation, t hat is to ſay, to the Temple of 7 
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the King and Head of his Church: And the 
ry end and deſign of Chris's calling and ga 
ring his Church, being the promoting of 
Godlineſs here, in order to Salvation hereaf 
for this reaſon the Church is ſaid to be holy, 
though many Perſons who are ungodly, t 
outwardly appear and profeſs to be Chriſti; 
and live in the viſible Communion of the Chur 
as one that is a Rebel in his Heart, may yet 
tend to be a Subject, and live in outward 
ciety with thoſe who are faithful to the Gove 
ment. NNCCCCC 
Farthermore, As a Kingdom or Com 

wealth by its Laws and Conſtitutions is but 
Society, although evil Men may raile FaQi 
make Parties, and cauſe Diviſions within it 
our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus appointed and ca 
but oze Church; in the Communion or Felle 


ſtians, are for ever to be joined and united, 


Privileges which God has promiſed to that 
ciety; altho' by the Perverſeneſs of ſome, 
the Miſtakes of others, this ſame Church, w 


rity, is divided into contrary Parties, which 
12 and renounce Communion with one? 
ther. | 
_ And whereas, before the coming of Ch 
the Church of God, that is to ſay the Ped 
whom God had outwardly called, and 

Himſelf and his Will known unto them b 
revealed Word; whereas this Church, I 
was then confined to one particular Place 


har 
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falem, and the Children of Hrael. Jeſus C 
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called all Nations and People indifferently 
his Church, offering the Advantages and Pri- 
ges thereof, in as ample a manner to the Ge- 
as to the Jews; and accepting of true Faith, 


Parts and Places of the whole World: Upon 
chaccount the Church is called Catholicꝶ, that 
0 fay, Univerſal. | „„ 

s there is a Covenant, that is to ſay, a mu- 
[Agreement or Plomilſe made between a Huſ- 


ovenant made between God, in and through 


other. Every Member of the Church for his 
„ promiſes. and engages to perform thoſe 
gs which God requires in order to Salvation, 
ich, at the beginning, Itold you, were Faith, 
dience, and Repentance: And God, for his 
has promiſed, for the ſake of Jeſus Chris?, 
the will give the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his 
ly Spirit to all thoſe who make a good uſe 
eof ; that he will pardon the Sins of thoſe 
d truly repent; that altho* when we die, our 
lies do return to the Earth out of which they 
re taken, as our Souls do to God that gave 
yet a Day ſhall come when this World 
have an end, and Jeſus Chris? ſhall come to 
ve all Mankind; at which time, the Bodies of 
Men ſhall be raiſed again, and reunited to their 
ls; and whereas they who have lived wicked- 
md died impenitently, ſhall be condemned to 
nal Torments, with the Devil and his Evil 
tits, who were caſt out of Heaven for their 
bellion againſt-God ; they who faithfully and 
erely perform thoſe things which God re- 
res, alf be rewarded with everlaſting Hap- 
4 pineſs 


* 


e. 


„ r 


jentance, Obedience, and Worſhip, Salike in 


d and his Wife, a Maſter and his Servant, a 
g and his People: So in like manner, is there 


ks Chris? on the one part and the Church on 


ny 
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and Uſefulneſs, in the whole and every pa 


[ 100 
pineſs and Joy in Heaven, in the Preſence of 
for evermore. 3 

And thus we have heard, what are the 
of thoſe things whigh God has made know 
Mank ind in order to our Belief: Thenextt| 
to be confider'd, is, what Grounds and Aſſur 
we have, upon which we may and ought tc 
Heve them. 

And here, in the firſt place, ſome of 
things are to be believed, becauſe we are aſl 
of them by our own Reaſon and Underſtanc 
Thus, for example, our own Reaſon inform 
that the World was made and framed by Ali 
ty God, becauſe we fee ſo much Order, Be 


it; that God is Eternal, moſt Wiſe, Good, 
Powerful and Perfect, becauſe he is the firſt C 
of all things; that good Mea ſhall be rewar 
and wicked Men puniſhed, becauſe God is g 
and juft, wiſe and powerful ; and that theſe 

* wards and Puniſhments ſhall be diſtributed i 
Life which is to come, becauſe we very of 


ſee wicked Men proſperous, and good 2 
much afflicted as long as they remain in this 1. in 
Theſe, I ſay, and ſome ſuch things as theſe, FW. 
abundantly taught us even by our Reaſon al}. 
and therefore ought to be received and belicW... 
even tho*God had not made them farther kn 0 1 
unto us by any Revelation. 2 
But, we have a farther ground to believe Myth: 
only theſe and fuch like things as were laſt n an 
tioned, but alſo all the reſt of thoſe thing. 
which I have been giving an account; and BY, + 
is, becauſe they are plainly contained in that B 55 
, which we commonly call the Holy Script; -, 
To which Book we ought to give credit, beci, ol 
the DoQrine which is contained in that part I fre 


W 


xr } 
ich is called the New Teſtament, was confirmed 
only by the Miracles and wonderful Works, 
alſo by the Death and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Apoftles, and many of his Diſciples: And 
the other part of it, which is called the 0/2 
lament, we ought to give the like Credit to 


fl 


ſo often in the New Teftament give Teſtimony” 
the truth of it, and aſſure us, that it, as well 
he New, was written by holy Men, who were 
red by the Holy Spirit of Gd. 
und although the ſeveral. parts of this Holy 
ok were originally written in ſuch Languages 
Ire not now generally underſtood by the com- 
n People; yet ſince God in his Providence, 
all along ſtirred up the Spirits of ſo many 
y and Learned Men, to beſtow ſo much Care 
[Pains both in the keeping and preſerving, and 
in the tranſlating and explaining of this Book, 
every part of it; we may be very well aſſu- 
that if thoſe who are unlearned, do give 
(elves diligently to the hearing and reading 
t in ſuch Languages as they do underſtand, 
[alfo are careful to receive and follow ſuch 
ruQtions as godly Men both by preaching and 
ting do give them out of it; God, who is 
d and merciful, will undoubtedly-accept of 
m, becauſe that in this caſe, they do all that 
within their power to do, and more cannot 
Ih any reaſon be required from them. — 
but, if any Man ſhould here tell me, that ſome 
hofe things which the Holy Scripture propo— 
lo be believed, are far above our Knowledge 
Capacity, and therefore that it ſeems impoſ- 
e forπ o give our aſſent to them, becauſe 
ire not adle to underſtand them : I anſwer, 
at if any Man would perſuade me to believe 


. © 3 a thing 


alſo, becauſe Jeſus Chris and his Apoſtles » 


OW! 
a thing which were plainly contrary to Senſe 
Reaſon, and ſhould pretend that it were revea 
by God, I ſhould immediately in ſuch a cz 
refuſe to comply or yield my aſſent, becau 
am ſure, that a good and gracious God will r 
ver require ſuch monſtrous and abſurd thi 
from his Creatures : He never will impoſe it 
on us to believe, that Bitter is Sweet, or Sw 
Bitter; that Darkneſs is Light, or Light Dat 
neſs ; that what we ſee, and feel, and taſte, 
be a ſmall Portion of Bread, is a Human Bod 
or, that one and the ſame Body can be entire 

in many ſeveral and far diſtant places at on 
Such things as theſe, F ſay, I am ſure God v 
never impoſe upon us to believe; becauſe he 
ſo framed the Mind of Man, as to reject all ſi 
Abſurdities and Contradictions as theſe, as ſo 
as ever he hears them named. But as for thi 
which do not appear to be abſurd, but only: 
dark and obſcure, and not contrary to our U 
derſtanding, altho', it may be, very far abo 
it; if God has thought fit to declare ſome ſu 
things as theſe unto us, there can be no rea 
why we ſhould not give credit to them upon | 
Authority. A Man who is born blind, belie 
that there is ſuch a thing as Light (altho' he kno 
not what it is) becauſe all his Neighbours te 
him ſo; and if the Holy Scripture tells me, t 
there are three Perſons in the Unity of the Divi 
Nature, and that the Divine and Human Nat 
are joined together in the fingle Perſon of Cr 
why ought I not to give my aſſent to theſe thing 
altho* Ido not underſtand the manner of them? 
And thus I have given ſome Account of t 
firſt thing which God requires from us; name 
to believe what he has made known, which 


called Faith. I proceed therefore to the _ 
f thil 
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ug which he requires from us: Which is, to 
eaccording to thoſe Rules or Laws which he 
given us; which is called Obedience. 

The way whereby we come to know what the 
ws of God are, is partly by our own Reaſon, 
{ more fully by the Holy Scripture: Moſt of 
things which God. commands are in them- 
ves ſo very reaſonable and plain, that they who 
re not the Light of his Word, may yet very 
ily know them, even by the Guidance of their 
jn Underſtanding; as will preſently appear, 
When we come to take a view of the particulars : 
Ind for the farther directing and aſſiſting our 
taſon, as alſo for the teaching us ſome part of 
Will, which otherwiſe of our ſelves we could 
ver come to know; he has given us a full ac 
unt of all his Laws in his revealed Word: And 
is is ſufficient Reaſon to oblige us to keep them, 
cauſe he who is our Creator and Redeemer, 
ur ſupreme Lord, our Maſter and our Judge, 
quires it from us. = 

The chief, and moſt fundamental of the Laws 
God, (and under which all the reſt may be 
pmprehended) are thoſe which are commonly 
own by the Name of the Ten Command- 
tents : But for the more eaſy taking a full view 
both of theſe and all the reſt of God's Laws to- 
ether, they are generally divided into three ſorts ; 
he fir(t whereof contains all thoſe Laws which 
ich us our Duty to God; the ſecond contains 
ASoſe Laws which teach every Man his Duty to- 
dards himſelf; and the third contains thoſe Laws 
Fhich teach us our Duty towards other Men: 
nder which Diviſion I ſhall endeavour to give 
ns (Tort, yet plain and comprehenſive an account 


can of them. 14 01 
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E 
Firſt then, as for the Duty which we owe 
to God, the chief Parts or Branches of it are th 
namely, Po acknowledge and believe all th. 
things which he has made known, (of whic 
have already ſpoken:) To own that whatever 
commands or threatens is very juſt and fit: 


ves b 
reatne 
1d un 
ly w! 
ſing 
tient] 
the C 


hope for, and expect the performance of all WW vP®0 
Promiſes to us upon thoſe very Terms and Cavou 
ditions that he has ſer down; neither preſumi all: 
upon God's Mercy, as if he would bleſs us ur C 
though we continue in our Sins; nor deſpairi te Gt 
of his Goodneſs and Favour towards us, if Neno 
repent of them and ſerve him faithfully : To 10M 
God above all things, becauſe he is ſo excelleMW's> * 
and perfect in himſelf, and ſo good and gracio d D. 
to us; and to manifeſt this our Love towar rs fo 
him by our earneſt Endeavours to do all thing ©9Þ 
which may pleaſe him, and by ftriving to enj( AE 
nd E. 


and be with him, as much as we can, here in th 
Lite by Prayer, and Meditation, and alſo in t 
Life to come by preparing our ſelves to be for ev. 
happy with him in Heaven: To fear God abo 
all things, becauſe he is moſt juſt and powerfu 
and will certainly puniſh us for our Sins, it w 
do not repent of them; for which Reaſon, 
_ ſhould be more afraid to offend him, than to di 
oblige all the Men in the World: To put 0 
\ Truſt in God in all manner of Danger or Dit 
treſs, aſſuring our ſelves, that if we continue t. 
ſerve him faithfully, he will give us Grace an 
Spiritual Strength, whereby we ſhall be enabled 1M 
reſiſt Temptations, and perform our Duty; an 
alſo that he will either deliver us from the Trou 
bles and afflictions of this World, if he ſees it bei 
for us, or elſe will give us Strength and PatiencQ 
to bear them, and make them ſerviceable, in tht 

end, to our eternal Happineſs: To 1 - 
5 | | elve 
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ves before God, in a due confideration of his 
ceatneſs and goodneſs, and our own weakneſs 
d unworthineſs; ſubmitting our ſelves to his 
ly will and leaſure in all things, chearfully o- 
ying whatever he commands, and, not only 
tiently, but thankfully, bearing whatever he, 
the courſe of his Providence, ſhal! think fit to 
upon us; and, the more weare afflicted, en- 
avouring the more to be fruitful and abound 
all the Works of Virtue and Piety: To ho- 
ur God inwardly by acknowledging his inft- 
te Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and to expreſs this 
onour towards him in our outward Actions; 
ming to the Place of his Worſhip with Seriouſ- 
eſs, and behaving our ſelves there with Gravity 
id Decency; paying a due reſpect to his Miniſ- 
rs for the ſake of their Function, being ready 


fhis Glory; employing his own Day in Works 
nd Exerciſes of Piety and Charity ; Reading, or 
earing, or Meditating upon his holy Word, and 
tndeavouring to get the beſt inſtructions we can 
ut of it; giving due attendance upon, and Obe- 
tience unto, thoſe Ordinances which he has ap- 
jointed, ſuchas Preaching, Catechizing, Bap- 
ſm, and the Holy communion; often calling 
mind the Vow which we enter into at the time 
f our Baptiſm, whereby weare admitted into the 


ind preparing our ſelves conſtantly and diligent- 
Yby Prayer, Meditation, Self-Examination, and 
Kepentance, that we may be fit to come and eat 
f that Bread, and drink of that Cup which Chriſt 
Was appointed as a remembrance of his Death and 
Puffer ings for us: and alſo as the means whereby 
We partake of, and communicate in the Merits 


Wd his Paſſion; for which Reaſon it is called the 
: Holy 
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) contribute what in us lies, to the Advancement 


ible Society and Fellowſhip of Chri/Ps Church; 


* 
pd at 


. 1 OEM #974... +411 2 
2 — — — — 


* 4 - 4 . 
ths EC 0 ENT OT 
R 


bf De 


Ww. 

4 L\ 
'” 
o 
= 
# — 
1 
- 
by 


In? 


Ko 


"TY eſe 
Holy Communion; never mentioning God's H theſl 


Name but with Seriouſneſs and Reverence: WM. © 
ſtaining from all vain, prophane and falſe Sw * a 
ring, Curſing, and Blaſpheming; always nf 15 
king a Conſcience of performing faithfu'ly wh a v 
ever we have bound our ſelves to by an Oath, : 4 

never making a jeſt or a by word of any thi | _ 
that relates to God, or wherein Religion is c on 
cerned: And laſt of all, to worthip God be . 


- publickly and privately; that is to ſay, to pra 


him for bis Goodneſs and Excellency; to gi "on 


thanks unto him for his Bleſſings both Spirit W. 
and Temporal which we have received from hi 5 
to pray to him for all things neceſſary both f 4 _ 
our Souls and for our Bodies; to confeſs c mg 

Sins unto him, and to beg the Pardon of the n 5 
from him; offering up all theſe our Devotio * 
in the Name and through the Mediation. of 7%. 5 
Cbriſt our moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Redecme da 


Theſe I fay, are the main Branches, and fund 
mental Parts of our Duty to God: And as 
muſt be ever careful and diligent to perform: 
theſe things towards him, ſo muſt we not, up 
any account, render this, or any part of this ſa 
Duty to any Thing or Perſon but to God 
lone. We muſt neither love, nor fear, n 
hope, nor truſt in, nor honour, nor worſhip, u 
praiſe, nor pray to any Saint, or Angel, or Imag 
or any thing whatſoever, whether in Heaven 
upon Earth, in the ſame or the like manner as 
perform theſe things towards Almighty God 
For God is a jealous God, and will not endu 
any Rival or Competitor in that Love, Hono! 
and Duty which we owe unto him. 

I come now, in the Seco»d place, to thoſe L 
of God which concern the Duty of every M 
towards bimſelf: The chief Branches of whid 

| oh 1 
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1 ar own Thoughts, conſidering what frail and 
Im, what ignorant and forgetful Creatures we 
not to deſire any Praiſe from Men, but to 
r the Glory of every thing that may ſeem good 
us, wholly and intirely to God, who is the 
thor of it; to be meek and calm in our Tem- 
and Behaviour, never ſuffering Anger, or a- 
other Paſſion, togrow ſo ſtrong within us, as 
nake us either (ay or do any thing that is unbe- 
ming a Chriſtian ; often to conſider and think 
on our (tate and condition, with reſpect both to 
World and that which is to come, that ſo we 
y be always upon our guard againſt Pempta— 
ns to Sin; to be patient and contented in all 
ates and conditions of Lite, as well in Sick- 
ss as in Health, in Adverſity as in Proſperity ; 
ther murmuring nor repining at any Evil that 
als us, nor envying thoſe who ſeem to be in 
better condition than we; not coveting, or in 
eleaſt deſiring either Riches or Preferment, but 
God ſees fit, and may conduce moſt to his Glo- 
; but always ſubmitting to the ſecret Hand and 
rections of God's Providence, which is in every 


pre and more in the Knowledge of Religion, 
d PraQtice of every ſort of Virtue; making 
beſt uſe we can of that Portion of Grace which 
ealready have, that ſo more may be given to us; 
be very chaſt and modeſt both in our Actions, 
d alſo in our very Words and Thoughts, a- 
ding not only all filthy Luſt and Uncleanneſs, 
It even all manner of immodeſt Diſcourſe; and 
ortifying and ſubduing all impure Defires; to 
moderate in Eating, ſober and temperate in 
rinkipg, not walting overmuch Time in Sleep 
is or 


theſe that follow; that is to ſay, to be humble 


ing that comes to paſs in the World; to be di- 
ent and induſtrious in improving our ſelves 


[. 18 ] 
or Idleneſs, or any ſort of Recreation, mu 
teſs in ſuch as are unlawful ; nor beſtowing mu 
Coft in Apparel or Furniture, or any other thi 
which ſerves only to pleaſe our Fancy, or grat 
our Curioſity ; but always making ſuch an 
of thoſe Creatures which God has given us, a 
thoſe Liberties that he has allowed us, as m 
tend moſt to his Glory, the good of others, a 
the Health and Welfare both of our Souls a 
Bodies. And this ſhall ſuffice for a brief Accou 
of that Duty which every Man by God's Law 
obliged to perform towards himſelf. 

And now, in the Third place, for that D 
which we owe to all other Men. By t 
Laws of God, we are obliged to love all M. 
whatſoever, ( whether they are Poor or Ri 

Low or High, Friends, Strangers, or Enemiefif 
altho' not altogether as well, yet as truly at 
fincerely, without any Fraud or Diſſimulati 
as we love our ſelves; and this our Love m 
never fail to be ſhewn, by our hearty Prayers 
the Welfare of every Man, and our ſincere E 
deavours to prevent his Hurt, and promote 
Good, as far as we have Ability and Opportunifi 
for it; always remembring and taking care, th 
in our doing good unto one Man, we do n 
offer any Injury, or neglect any part of that Du 
which we owe unto another; but doing unto 
very other Man, as we ſhould judge it to be re 
ſonable and conſcionable for us to expect a 
deſire that they ſhould do by us, if we were 
their caſe and condition. We mult neither ta 
away nor detain from any other Man, any thit 
which is his lawful Right; but whatſoever 
fairly due to him, either by the Laws of Gc 
or thoſe of the Land, or by any lawful Promiſe 
Agreement made to or with him, mult freely „ 
| read! 
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dily be rendred to him, without putting him 
the trouble of ſuing og contending for it: The 
fe of no Man muſt be taken away, (except hx 
+ lawful Authority of the Magiſtrate, or in 
s own juſt and neceſſary Defence) nor 
jſt his Body be maimed or hurt, or his good 
me injured or leſſened, either by raiſing, or 
ping to ſpread any falſe or ill grounded Re- 
Its concerning him, or by publiſhing his Faults 
Failings, except in Juſtice or Charity to others 
become bound to do it: But, on the contrary, - 
e muſt be ready, as we have Opportunity, to 
ntribute what in us lies, to preſerve the Life, 
d Health, and good Name, as well as the" 
oods and Eſtate of our Neighbour, if they ap- 
ar to be in Danger, either by any Accident, or 
the malicious Deſign of another againſt them: 
e muſt not tempt or allure, or by our evil 
tample encourage other Men to commit Sin; 
It, as we may conveniently, we muſt admo- 
ſh, adviſe, reprove and exhort them for their 
duls good: Nor may we deceive any Man by 
fe or equivocating Speeches, or by breakin 
ch Promiſes as we have made to him, but mul 
true, faithful and ſincere in all our Conver- 
tion, and Dealing with all Men: Thoſe who 
e Poor, or in any Diſtreſs or Affliction, we are 
und, to our Power to relieve help and com- 
rt; and altho' Malefactors may and muit be 
Iniſhed for the publick Good, for a Terror to 
mers, and for the ſaving and protecting the 
ives, Eſtates, and good Names of honeſt Men, 
t nothing of this Nature muſt be done either 
It of private Hatred or Reſentment, or with 
teater Cruelty or Severity than what the Law 
quires, and is neceſſary for the true end, for 
hich ſuch Puniſhments are or ought to be al- 
. . | ways 
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N 
ways deſigned. They who are under Errors: 
to Matters of Religion, are to be argued wi 
and per ſuaded for their Souls good, in the milde 
and moſt gentle manner; vor ſhould any Heat q 
Anger, Railing or Reviling be made uſe of: 
gainſt the greateſt Hereticks or Schiſmaticks 
neither-ought any Man to be perſecuted or pr 
niſhed by the Civil Power, barely for his Miſtake 
in Matters of Doctrine, provided that he b 
peaceable, and his Practice good, and that he ne 
ther attempts nor teaches any thing which tene 
to the diſturbing of the State, or to the-debauc 
ing of the Morals of the People. They wh 
without any juſt Cauſe are publick Enemies 
the State (whether they are foreign Foes or d 
meſtick Rebels) may be reſiſted, and under th 
Commiſſion of lawful Authority, ſubdued b 
Force of Arms: and if a private Enemy unla 
fully aſſaulis, or any way endeavours to injur 
any Man in his Perſon Goods, or good Name 
it is lawful for the Perſon who is thus aſſaulte 
or injured. to ſtand up in his own Defence, 
far as the Juſtice and Exigence of his Caſe re 
_ quires. But when we have thus done all that 1 
neceſlary, or that we are able honeſtly to do, fo 
the Preſervation of our ſelves or the Publick ; w 

muſt not proceed farther, out of Hatred or M. 
lice to do any thing merely to vex, or grieve, C 
hurt even the greateſt and moſt implacable Ene 
mies: But on the contrary, having ſo ſecure 
autfelves, as that they can do us no hurt, wil 
always be ready to do them all manner of 
8 od, that is contiſtent with our own neceſſa 

afety, and with that Duty which we owe tot: 
reſt of Mankind. Husbands muſt love the 
Wives with a moſt tender Affection; of whic 


they muſt give all the Proof they can in all the 
| AQtons 


1 
Fe 6 
E 

RN 
"tea 
e 
<, * 
+» ' 
% 


1411 


nd alſo be obedient to their Husbands, and each 
them muſt be ſtrictly juſt and faithful to the 


eavour to provide for their Children, and to 
tach and breed them up in-ſuch a manner as may 
e beſt, both for their Souls and Bodies, dili- 
ently and tenderly watching over them, to keep 


wing them in every thing that is good; and 
eproving, and ſometimes correcting them, but 
ithout/ Bitterneſs or Paſſion, whenythey find 
em given to any thing that is evil, Maſters 
nd Miſtreſſes mult be juſt and merciful to their 


ot only with Faithfulneſs and Diligence, but 
ſo with Obedience aud Reſpect towards their 
aſters and Miſtreſſes. The Paſtors and Mini- 
ers of God's Church muſt be exemplary in their 
'ves, diligent and induſtrious in their Teaching 
d Preaching of wholeſome and uſeful Doctrine, 


Wances of God, that they may, as much as in 
em lies, promote the Salvation of the Souls 
at are committed to their Charge: And. the 
Mrople, on the other hand, muſt pay a Reſpect 
0 their Paſtors and Miniſters, for their Work 
nd Function's fake; giving as conſtant and re- 


ces, and carefully hearkening to, and putting 
actioe all ſuch wholeſome Directions and H- 


18 tuctions, as they do or ſhall receive from them. 
ond laſtly, all Magiſtrates and Rulers, in their 
the veral Stations, muſt govern the People that are 


nder them, according to the Laws and Conſti- 
tions of the Land, adminiſtring Juſtice with 
Wiiigence and Diſpatch, and without Fear, Fa- 

22 Your, 
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ions: And Wives muſt in like manner love, 


ther in all things. Parents muſt honeſtly en- 


hem from all Harm, countenancing and encou- 


ervants, and Servants muſt behave themſelves 


nd adminiſtring and diſpenſing of all the Ordi- 


erent Attendance as they can upon all Holy Of- 


Rigour and Severity of Human Laws, with t 


_ mult behave themſelves towards. their Rul 


- Authority, making Conſcience of perform 
Whatever the Law of the Land requires, exce 


and Conſtitutions of that Government un 


— — 
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vour, or Affection, of or to any Man; only 
ways tempering (as much as in them lies) 


Equity, Moderation and Mercy, that the I. 
of God requires, and is conſiſtent with the? 
lick Good. And the People, on the other ha 


with Honour and Reverence to their Perf 
and Submiſſion and Obedience to their law 


fhould ſo fall out, that ſomething is thereby co 
manded, which is evideatly contrary to Go 
Law: There being nothing elſe that can exc 
a Subject from giving Obedience to the La 


which he lives, except he can make it appe 
that God himſelf requires the contrary from hit 
And thus I have done with the ſecond thi 


which God requires from us, which is, Ollne 


to his Wrath and eternal Damnation; the 
Stepethat he muſt take, in order to Reperia! 
and Reconciliatipn with him, is to be truly ! 


Poken of in the laſt place. 


dience to thoſe Laws or Rules that he has gi 
us. I come now to the third and laſt thing t 
God requires, from us, and that is Repentan 
which although it may be reckoned as a part 
our Obedience, becavſe it is a thing command 
by God, yet ſince it has an equal Relation 10 
very one of the Divine Laws, of which | | 
but now been giving an account, I thouginilat «< 
might not be improper to reſerve it here to 


Now, when a Man has tranſpreſſed any of 
Laws of God, and thereby made himſelf lia 


rowful for his Sins, whereby he has provoked 
Good and Gracious, ſo juſt and Powerful a G 
; * 1 2 N uh 4 * 7 8 
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run himſelf into ſo great Danger. But the 
uth of this Sorrow is not to be judged of by 
Violence or Paſſionateneſs of it; but that 
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ic Enn who has ſuch a due Senſe of his Sins, as to 
- 12 effectually moved thereby to forſake and a- 
RuMend them; he, and he only, can be ſaid to be 
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ly and acceptably forrowful for them. Now 
s ſorrow for Sin muſt, in the next place, move 
n to make an humble Acknowledgment, and 
onfeſſion of them to God: And that he may 
e better perform this, it is neceſſary that he of- 
n examine his own Conſcience, and endeavour 
bring his Sins to his Remembrance. And at 
e ſame time when he confeſſes his Sins, he muſt 
ſo humbly beg God's Pardon for them for the 
ke of Feſus Chriſt, who died tor us; and muſt 
It on ſerious and ſtedfaſt Reſolutions, that he 
il} amend them, and lead a better Life for the 
me to come; and that if he has done any wrong 
ci Word or Deed to any other Man whatſoever, 
g tie wilt make Reparation and Reſtitution to him, 
rand the beft of his Power: And to conclude all, 
arti} muſt ſtrictly keep and fulfil theſe Refolutions 
anhen he has made them; or elſe all that has gone 
{0 efore will fignify nothing. For indeed Refor- 
| hShation or Amendment of Life is the only thing 
2iYhat compleats and makes up the true Nature of 
o Fepentance. 5 | 

And thus I bave endeavoured to give a brief 
d plain Account of all that God requires as - 
eceſlary to Salvation. And Gòd of his Mercy 
re& us to believe and practiſe accordingly,, 
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